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Resolued, That this Oouvertion do express ety high
ppreciation of this act of patriotic Uberality G the pavt of
stid Railroad Company, and hereby tender to the Directors
and General Superintendent of said Comparny the thanks of
the people of this State:

On motion of Mr. Gholson, the C‘onvention took a reecess
for one hour.

The recess having expived the Convention resumed its
gession.

Mr. Clayton of Marshall, {from the committec to whom
was referred the subject of preparing an address, setting
forth the causes which induce and justify the secession of
Mississippi from the Federal Union, submitted the following
report :

A DECLARATION OF THE IMMEDIATE CAU-
SES WHICH INDUCL AND JUSTIFY THE Sk-
CESSION OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
FROM THE FEDERAL UNION.

In the momentous step which our State has taken of dis-
solving its connection with the government of which we so
long formed a part, it is but just that we should declare the
prominent reasons which have induced our course.

Our position is thoroughly identificd with the institution
of slavery—the greatest material-interest of the world. Ite
labor supplies the product which constitutes by far the larg-
est and most important portions of the commerce of the
earth. These products are peculiar to the climate verging
on the tropical regions, and by an imperious law of nature,
none but the black race can hear exposure to the tropical
sun. These products have become necessities of the world,
and a blow at slavery is a blow at commerce and civiliza-
tion. That blow has been long aimed at the institution,
and was at the point of reaching its consummation. There
was 10 choice left us but submission to the mandates of abo-
lition, or a dissolution of the Union, whose principles had
been subvorted to work out our ruin.

That we do not overstate the dangers to our institution, a
veferonce to a few unquestionable facts will sufficiently
prove. 3

The hostility to this institution commenced before the
adoption of the Constitution, and was manifested in the
woll-known Ordinance of 1787, in regard to the North-
western Territory.
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The feeling increased, until, in 1819-20, it deprived the
South of more than half the vast territory acquired from
France.

The same hostility dismembered Texas and seized upon
all the territory acquired from Mexico.

It has grown until it denies the right of property in
slaves, and refuses protection to that right on the high seas,
in the Territories, and wherever the government of the
United States had jurisdiction.

It refuses the admission of new slave States into the
Union; and seeks to extinguish it by confining it within its
present limits, denying the power of expansion.

It tramples the original equality of the South under foot.

It has nullified the Fugitive Slave Law in almost every
free State in the Union, and has utterly broken the compact
which our fathers pledged their faith to maintain.

It advocates negro equality, socially and politically, and
promotes insurrection and incendiarism in our midst.

It has enlisted its press, its pulpit and its schools against
us, until the whole popular mind of the North is excited and
inflamed with prejudice.

It has made combinations and formed associations to carry
out its schemes of emancipation in the Statos and wherever
else slavery exists.

It secks not to clevate or to support the slave, but to des-
troy his present condition without providing a better.

It has invaded a State, and invested with the honors of
martyrdom the wretch whose purpose was to apply flames
§9 our dwellings, and the weapons of destruetion te ewr
ives.

It has broken every compact into which it has entered for
our security.

It has given indubitable evidence of its design to ruin
our agriculture, to prostrate our industrial pursuits and te
destroy our social system.

It knows no rolenting or hesitation in its purposes ; it
stops not in 1ts march of aggression, and leaves us no room
to hope for cessation or for pause.

It has recently obtained control of the Government, by
the prosccution of its.unhallowed schemes, and destroyed
the last expeetation of living together in friendship and
brotherhood.

Utter subjugation awaits us in the Union, if we should
congent longer to remain in it. It is not a matter of choice,
but of necessity,. We must cither submit to degradation,
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and to e Lo ol poopents Swor th foe billions of woney, or
We anuet cecodes o e Union famed by our fathers,! to
seerre N o~ v el rrvvcovnther speeies of, propertys For
far lesz can e than 0~ o Ludhers separated from¥the
Crgwn ot £ vard, o A
Ourdde 2000 wude We Billaw i their footsteps, £V
embrace: the nloarnation o sepavation + und tor the péasons
here dated. v ool voo maimtain our viehts w it the full
conscionshes ol (he ju-tice of owr comrze, vud the undéibi-
g heliel of o ability ©) maintain ity Bl
Oafenting of Mpeo Clavton o Mardhiall, the report wag
AR o il wnocd 1o, : & upvl
e s didrcamvasadion adoited, '
Mu e i fram (he apeeial commivtze ol e Qovernor's
Cotmel, v ot o ordinenee epti’sd san ardinanee pro-
viding 4 peenmnent comeil of dhree far the Governor of
this St te” aud veeonmended it adoption,
Which v veecived and aeveed (o,
O wotion of Alr. Harvie the ovdinamee wag considered
g sod aned theordinane: adopted, ' 1
“Mic Bardic aoeved that ‘thiy Cobvention procred to the
cleetion provided for under w'd ordinayee hy hallot, and
presenfad the names off Moo, W 32 A mlerson. Madizon
Medfee aud L. (' Tupper, as sail ecouneil, ol L
On moticn of My, Flournoy, the election’ by ballot: wals
dispensd with,and the ahove named eontlemen were eleeted

by aeclamation e » el
M Anderson verorted anoordingnee with the following
title: : Y

A Ovdinanee to- apprapriate maney (0 pay the curyent
expen of the Convention not provided for by law.

“On motion o Mr. Anderson, the mile was suspended, and
the or Bunance heine put npon its final passage was adopted.
O motion of My, Anderson.

¢ Resaived. That twenty-five hundred copics of the declara-
o ba i of the imnediate eanges of the secession of
Missksippi vomr the | ederal Union, together with the ordi-
samec ol ¢ ossion with the named of the memhers who
igned it begeintad in pamphlet form and distributed to the
mebers of this Conveution, 5
~Quanotion of Mr. George, : oy

Wt woived. Thot Wiler 2. Tlareis and Warren P. Ander-
~om b ard ahey are heveby appointed Anditors, with au-
thovity to awdit and allow accounts for such incidental
expenses s may hiave been inenrred by the officers of the
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